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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE CHRIST, 

BASED ON LUKE. 
By William R. Harper and George S. Goodspeed, 

Yalb University. 

(Copyrighted, 1890.) 

STUDIES XLIX. AND L.— THE BURIAL, RESURRECTION AND ASCEN- 
SION. LUKE 23 : 50-24 : 53. 

Remark. — It is desirable that in beginning each " study " the entire passage 
assigned be read over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 

/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work ; (i ) the 
verse- or section is read and its contents stated in a general way ; (2) impor- 
tant or difficult words and phrases are studied ; (3) a complete statement of 
the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work already done ; 
(4) the religious teaching is sought] 

§ I. Chapter23 : 50-56. 

1. Read and note a subject: The Burial of Jesus. 

2. Among other important words and phrases note ( j ) counciTlor (23 : 50), i. e. member 

of the Sanhedrim ; (2) had not comented (23 : 51 ), had he objected ? (3) city of the 
Jews, why is this statement made f (4) was looking, etc., not meaning necessa- 
rily a disciple of Jesus, ct. John 19 : 38 ; (5) tomb, etc. (23 : 53), significance of 
the two descriptive clauses following ? (6) preparatimi (23 : 54), for what? (7) 
prepared spices, etc. (23 : 56), with what design? (8) on the Sabbath they rested, 
' etc., peculiar to Luke, why ? 

3. The thought of the passage may be worked out into the student's own statement. 
4." A practical thought is found in the fact that the death of Jesus brought Joseph to 

a decision openly to minister to him. His character is proved by the crisis. 

§ 2. Chapter 24 : 1-12. 

I. A suggested subject is : Jesus risen. 

s. Words and phrases of special interest are : (i) the stone (24 : 2), cf. Mt. 27 :6o; (2) 
entered in and found not (24 : 3), significance of this ? (3) two men stood (24 : 4), 
compare Mk. 16 : 5 and explain ; (4) he spake unto you, etc. (24 : 6), when was 
this ? (s) all the rest (24 ; 9), who are meant ? (6) Mary, the mother of James 
(24 : 10), cf. Mk. 15 : 40; (7) they disbelieved (24 : it), why mention this ? (8) 
butPeUr, etc. (24 : 12), recall his last appearance; (9) cloths by themselves, what 
could this mean ? 
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3. The student may work out his own condensation of the passage. 

4. Consider how those who are seeking in this extremity to do what they can for their 

Lord are rewarded with the first knowledge of his resurrection. 

§ 3. Chapter 24 : 13-35- 

r. The student may read the passage and name a subject. 

2. The student may study the following special points : ( i ) two of them (24 : 13), not 

apostles but disciples; {2) questioned (24 : 15), as though they could not agree 
on any explanation ; {^-^ Jesus drew near, etc., why should he have sought these 
somewhat inferior disciples.' (4) were holden (24 : 16), (a) because of absorp- 
tion in their thoughts, or (b) supernaturally ? (5) named Cleopas {24 : i8), light 
on Luke's informant ? (6) i. prophet (24 : 19), how explain this conception ? (7) 
chief priests (24:20), note where they place the cause of Jesus' death; (8) 
hoped (24 : 21), what light on the general feeling among Jesus' followers at this 
time ? {9) slow of heart to believe (24 : 25), meaning ? (10) and to enter, etc. (24 : 
26), i. e. and thus to enter ; (\\) he made as though, etc. (24 : 28), i. e. to test 
them; (12) eyes were opened, etc. (24 : 31), supernaturally? (13) to Simon (24 : 
24), significance of this ? 

3. The statement of the thought may be prepared by the student. 

4. The thought of the sympathy of Jesus with the difficulties of his disciples and the 

skilful way he deals with them, is full of interest. 

§ 4. Chapter 24 : 36-43. 

1. Consider the following subject : Jesus' Appearance to the Company of Disciples. 

2. (i) As they spake (24 : 36), i. e. on the evening of that day ; (2) reasonings (24 : 38), 

light upon their state of mind; (3) see my hands, etc. (24 : 39), i. e. that they 
are those of the crucified Jesus; (4) handle, another proof ; (5) did eat, (24: 
43), the third proof. 

3. The thought may be expressed by the student in his own words. 

4. The student may decide on the religious teaching. 

§ 5. Chapter 24. : 44-49. 

X. The student may make his own statement of the subject. 

2. Important Words and phrases are: (i) and he said, etc. (24 : 44), at this time? cf. 

Mt. 28 : 16 ; (2) how that all things, etc., why remind them of this ? (3) then opened 
he, etc. (24 ; 45), how (a) supernaturally? or (b) by repeated interviews and ex- 
planations as to the way to study the O. T. ? (4) should be preached (24 : 47), 
(a) emphatic, (b) why now? (c) how is this "written?" (5) witnesses (24 : 48), 
in what sense ? (6) the promise of my Father (24 : 49), (a) i. e. I give you the 
Holy Spirit which my Father promised, (b) when was this promised ? 

3. The condensed statement may be made by the student. 

4. Consider as a religious thought the emphasis laid by Jesus on the Old Testament 

Scriptures, and our duty to study them. 

§ 6. Chapter 24 : 50-53. 

1. After reading, consider a subject : The Ascension of Jesus. 

2. (r) Led them out (24 : 50), (a) at this same time? (b) whom? (2) he was parted 

(24:51); (3) into heaven; (4) worshiped him (24: 52); {^ great joy, vi\\j at 
this time ? (6) continually in the temple (24 : 53). 

3. The student may work out the thought. 

4. The religious teaching of the Ascension — what is it ? 
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//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL. 

1. Contents and Summary. 

l) The Contents. The following table of contents is to be mastered. 
THE BURIAL, RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION. 



§1 
§2 
§3 
§4 
§5 
§6. 



The Burial of Jesus. 

Jesus Risen. 

Jesus and the Two Disciples. 

Jesus' Appearance to the Company of Disciples. 

The Last Instructions. 

The Ascension of Jesus. 



2) The Summary. The student may study carefully, and criticize the following sum- 
mary statement of the thought, reducing it to smaller dimensions as far as possible : 
Joseph, a councillor, but friendly to Jesus' work, gets Pilate's permission to take 
Jesus' body, aud just before Sabbath he puts it in a new rock-tomb, the women 
friends of Jesus looking on. Duly resting on the Sabbath, they bring spices at 
dawn, but find the tomb open, the body gone, and two angels there who remind 
them, startled, of what Jesus said about his rising the third day. The women are 
not believed when they tell the disciples of this, though Peter runs to the tomb and 
•wonders at the sight. Two disciples walk to Emmaus, and sadly discussing the 
affair, are met by fesus, whom they do not recognize. He shows them how the 
Scripture is fulfilled in his dying, reveals himself at supper and vanishes. They 
go to tell the disciples who have heard that Simon has seen him. Suddenly Jesus 
stands there, calms their fear by showing them that he is no ghost, and makes 
them understand clearly the Scripture testimony to the gospel for the world in his 
death and resurrection. This they are to preach after they have received power. 
Leaving them outside the city, he blesses them, and ascends into heaven. They 
worship Him, and, returning to Jerusalem, praise God. 

2. Observations upon the Material 

308) 23 : 50, 51. Jesus had some men of high Sabbath and for the Passover, which 

position among his followers. came on the Sabbath that year, cf . John 

309) 23 : 53, 56. Some burial customs are al- 19 : 14. + 

luded to. • 311) 23 : 53-55. There seems to be no doubt of 

310) 23 : 54. The question is whether (i) this the fact that Jesus really died, t 

was the day on which " preparation " 312) 23 : 56. Mark seems to imply (16 : 16), that 
was made merely for the Sabbath, or (2) these spices were bought when the Sab- 

this was the Preparation both for the bath was over. | 

* See Stapfer, Palestine in the time of Christ, pp. 165-171. 

t See Gardiner, Harmony, p. 220 ; Edersheim, II., pp. 567, 568. 

X The certainty of the death of Jesus before his biu-ial is raised above every rational doubt, 
and partially attested even by the manner of His burial. Van O., p. 384. 

S Possibly, we have two groups of women—the two Maries and Joanna, and the others (ch. 34: 
10) — taking part in the same work; possibly, what they did on the Friday afternoon or evening 
was not enough, and it was necessary to buy more spices as soon as the shops were open on Sat- 
urday evening. Plurxftre, p. 393. 

It would be better to assume, as Luke makes no mention of the hour, that he had put that item 
of his narrative out of its proper order. Bliss, p. 343. 
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313) 23 : 55, 56. The interest taken by these many divergencies and much confusion.t 

women is very striking". They certainly 319) 24 ; 13-35. This narrative is peculiar to 
do not expect his resurrection. * Luke, and one of the two disciples was 

314) 24 : 2. Luke refers to an incident of which, probably his informant. % 

however, he makes no previous mention. 320) 24 : 18. This inquiry shows the excitement 

315) 24 : 3, 4. The expectations and perplexity that prevailed in Jerusalem during these 

of the women are indirect proofs of the days. 

death of Jesus, and therefore of the real- 321) 24 : 30, 31. Jesus acted as the host, and it 

ity of the resurrection. seems that the familiar action and man- 

316) 24 : II. The disbelief of the apostles shows ner disclosed the truth to them. § 

their idea about the death of Jesus and 322) 24:16,31,37. Jesus does not seem to have 
his resurrection. the same appearance as before his death. 

317) 24 : 12. This verse about which there is (Cf. Mk. 16 : 12.) !l 

some doubt links Luke's narrative with 323) 24 : 37. The terror is the occasion for a 
that of John. more thorough and convincing proof of 

318) 24:1-12. A comparison of Luke's account his resurrection, i" 

with those of the other Gospels shows 324) 24 : 25, 26, 44, Jesus makes great use of 

* And so the very spices the women prepare for the embalming are a silent but a fragrant 
testimony to the reality of the Resurrection. They show the drift of the disciples' thought. 
Burton, Gospel 0/ St. Luke., p. 401, 

t The arranging of them all into a clearly consistent history is, confessedly, a perplexing task, 
as would be the same in the case of any exciting fact, presenting many phases to many interested 
persons. BHsSy p. 344. 

Each, though presenting different details, indicates a movement from doubt to certainty, from 
fear to hope and joy. These phenomena in the written records effectually dispose of all the 
theories which seek to set aside the Resurrectipn of our Lord as a historical fact. Such narra- 
tives could not be utter falsehoods ; had they been the invention of later times, the divergencies 
would not have appeared. Riddle., p. 351. 

To the different narrators, the central point of interest lay in one or the other aspect of the cir- 
cumstances connected with the Resurrection. Not only St. Matthew, but also St, Luke, so com- 
presses the narrative that the distinction of points of time is almost effaced. St. Luke seems to 
crowd into the Easter Evening what himself tells us occupied forty days. His is, so to speak, the 
pre-eminently Jerusalem account of the evidence of the Resurrection ; that of St. Matthew, the 
pre-eminently GaUlean account of it. Edersheim^ II., 621, 622. 

X The particularity of detail, and the fact that the whole chapter seems to give the impressions 
of one of the two who walked to Emmaus, have led some to the opinion that Luke was himself 
the companion of Cleopas. But Luke was probably a Gentile. It is most likely that Luke derived 
his information from Cleopas or his companion. Riddle^ p. 356. 

§ This taking the bread, and blessing it, and breaking it, and then giving it to them, was no 
ordinary act of courtesy, or welcome, or friendship, which, from a master, or teacher, might be 
shown to his disciples. It resembles too closely the great sacramental act in the upper room, 
when Jesus was alone with his apostles, for us to mistake its solemn sacramental character. 
Pulp. Com.^ II., p. 272. 

As the two disciples had not been present at the institution of the Lord's Supper, they could not 
be reminded of that. It was rather in the way of his usual custom of praising God for His good- 
ness, at the beginning of a meal. Bliss^ p. 350. 

I It is vain to give any simply natural explanation of the failure of the disciples to recognize 
Christ. After the Resurrection he was known as he pleased, and not necessarily at once. . . . 
Till they who gazed on him were placed in something of a spiritual harmony with the Lord, they 
could not recognize him. Westcott, quoted in Pulp. Com.., II., p. 270. 

[On 24 : 15, 16.] They were discussing with each other the possible reconciliation of difficulties 
and clearing up of their perplexity. This absorption in the theme of their discourse might itself 
have hindered their noticing particularly the man. Bliss., p. 348. Natural causes probably aided 
in preventing the recognition. A quiet, vigorous, dignified traveler, such as He appeared to be, 
would not be readily recognized as the One so lately languid in death on the cross. Riddle^ p. 357. 

^ All perceived the resemblance between the object in view and Jesus, but they could not be 
persuaded of the identity, so utterly unprepared were they for seeing the dftad one alive again; 
and their theory at first was just that of Strauss, that what they saw was a ghost or spectre. And 
the very fact that they entertained that theory makes it impossible for us to entertain it. Bruc^ 
Training., etc., p. 492. 
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the Old Testament in proving the neces- phasis put on the Ascension, and much is 

sity of his death. * omitted relating to the events of these 

325) 24 : 50-53. In this Gospel is the most em- forty days, t 



5. Topics for Study. 

1) The Resurrection. [Obs. 311, 313,315,316, 318, 321-324] : (i) Investigate and 

develop the following considerations in their bearing upon the reality of the 
resurrection, } (a) the death and burial of Jesus, (b) the empty tomb on the 
first day of the week, (c) the collapse of the disciples after the death of Jesus, 
their temporary disbelief and the contrast presented in their courage, faith and 
energy after being persuaded of his resurrection, § (d) the belief of his family 
after their previous unbelief, |1 (e) the testimony of St. Paul, i Cor. 15 : 1-8, (f) 
the testimony of the early church, (g) the spirit of the early church. (2) Apply 
the above considerations to (a) the " deception " theory, (b) the " delusion " 
theory; (c) the "Inward vision" theory. (3) The significance of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesns, in relation to (a) the gospel history, (b) the apostles, 1 (c) Jesus 
himself. 

2) The Chronology. * * [Obs. 310] : (i) Note the common testimony of the Gospels 

(as well as of tradition) that Jesus rose on the first day of the week (Sunday), 
cf. Lk. 24 : i; Mt. 28 : i; John 20 : i. (2) From this point trace back the 
events of (a) Saturday, (Lk. 23:56), (b) Friday, Lk. 23:44; 22:66, (c) 
Thursday, Lk. 22:34,14,7, (d) Wednesday, Mk. 14:1-11, (e) Tuesday, 
Lk. 20 : I, 2, Mk. 11 : 20, 27 ; (f) Monday, Lk. 19 : 45, 46, Mk. 11:12; (g) 

* They who consult the teaching of Jesus and his apostles, with respect to the prophecies con- 
cerning the Messiah, need not grope in uncertainty, but should, nevertheless, remember that the 
Lord probably directed the attention of the disciples .... less to isolated Scriptures than to the 
whole tenor of the Old Testament, in its typical and symbolical character. Koo O., p. 392, cf. 
also p. 394 

[On 24 : 45.] This was doubtless the work of repeated interviews. Riddle, p. 366. 

t He evidently lays great stress upon the importance of this last scene, both as a piece of evi- 
dence, and as a theme of teaching ; for he not only concludes his Gospel with it, but commences 
his book of the Acts with the same recital. Pulp. Com., p. 275. 

Was it altogether undesigned that our Evangelist, omitting other appearances of the forty days, 
yet throws such a wealth of interest and of coloring into that first Easter day, filling it up from its 
early dawn to its late evening ? We think not. He is writing to and for the Gentiles, whose 
Sabbaths are not on the last but on the first day of the week, and he stays to picture for us the 
first Lord's day, the day chosen by the Lord of the Sabbath for this high consecration. Burton, 
Gosfel 0/ St. Luke, p. 415. 

X See a strong but discriminating discussion in Weiss' Life 0/ Christ, IIL pp. 383 uq. 

{Their despair after their Lord's crucifixion gives great weight to the testimony borne by them 
to int/act of His resurrection. Men in such a mood were not likely to believe in the latter event 
except because it could not reasonably be disbelieved. . . . The evangelists have carefully 
chronicled these doubts that wo might have no doubt. Bruce, Training, etc. pp. 492, 495. The 
alleged resurrection of Christ was accompanied by the indisputable resurrection of Christianity, 
and how is the latter to be accounted for except by the former ? ... As Christ rose from the 
dead in a transfigured body, so did Christianity. It had put off its carnality. What effected this 
change ? They say it was the resurrection. . . . But their testimony is not proof that He rose 
The incontestable proof is the change itself —the fact that suddenly they had become courageous, 
bopeful, etc. Stalker, Life of Christ, p. 148. 

I This point is Impressively brought out in Stalker, Imago Christi, pp. 52-54. 

\ See Bruce. Kingdom of God, p. 305. 

♦ * See Plumfiire, Excursus, p. 414. 
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Sunday, Mk. II : II. (3) Endeavor to determine on which day the Passovei 
fell, whether (a) Thursday-Friday, or (b) Friday-Saturday. 

3) The Risen Jesus.* [Obs. 322] : (i) Study the Scripture statements as to the 

life and person of Jesus during this period ; cf. Lk. 24 : 15, 16, 30, 31, 36, 37, 39, 
43; Mk. 16 : 9, 12, 14; Mt. 28 : 9, 17 ; John 20 : 15, 17, 79, 27; 21 : 4, 13, 15; 
Acts I ! 3. (2) Observe that from Acts i : 3 this period is called " the great 
forty days." (3) Decide, if possible, from the above passages between the 
following views ; (a) Jesus rose with his perfected " resurrection body," in 
which he manifests himself to the disciples, (b) Jesus rose with his earthly 
body, which at the time of his ascension was transformed mto the " resurrection 
body," (c) he rose with his earthly body, which was, during this period, gradu- 
ally being transformed, etc., (d) he adopted an earthly body for these appear- 
ances, the glorified body with which he rose being suited only for the heavenly 
life. (4) Suggest some reasons why Jesus appeared so seldom and to the 
disciples only. (5) Note some results of this forty days' period, (a) certainty 
of the resurrection, (b) restoration of Peter, John 21 : 15-17, (c) instruction as 
to the future, cf. Acts i : 3-8, (d) organization of the new community. Mt. 
28 : 18-20. 

4) The Ascension. [Obs. 325] : (i) Study the Scripture statements, Lk. 24 : 51 ; 

Mk. 16 : 19; Acts i<:9. (2) Compare also Lk. 9 : 51 ; John 14 : 2, 12; 16 : 5, 
,28; 17 : II ; 20 : 17; Eph. 4 : 10. (3) Note tho relation between the resurrec- 
tion and the ascension.! (4) The bearing of these statements and considera- 
tions in (i) (2) (3) upon the objective reality of the ascension. (5) Some 
reasons why no direct statements are given in Matthew and John. (6) Signifi- 
cance of the ascension, (a) its naturalness in the life of Jesus, (b) as the means 
to his exaltation, (c) its bearing on the locality of heaven, } (d) in^the life of 
the church and the individual believer. Mk. 16 : 20 ; John 16 : 7. 



4-. Religious Teaching. 

The important thought to be considered in its religious and practical bearings is, TAe 
Gospel of the Resurrection : (i) The resurrection of Jesus in its bearing upon 
the personal life of the believer, (a) the assurance of acceptance with God, 
Rom. 4 : 24, 25 ; 8 : 34, (b) the incentive to a new life and the power of 
attaining it, 2 Cor. 5 : 14, 15 ; Rom. 5 : 10 ; 6 : 4, 5; Col. 3 : 1-4; Phil. 3 : 10, 
etc., (c) the certainty of personal resurrection of the whole man, i Cor. 15: 20; 
John 6 : 39, 40; i Thess. 4 : 14. (2) The resurrection of Jesus in its bearing 
upon the relations and conditions of the resurrection life and society, (a) "we 
shall know each other there ; " (b) a perfected fellowship with the divine-human 
Jesus Christ, Phil, i : 23. 



♦ A note on the subject is found in Riddle^ p. 365. 

t In trying to show that this was a miracle distinct from that of the resurrection, it is useless to 
appeal to the apostolic announcement. For even when it evidently speaks of an ascension to 
heaven (1 Pet. 3 ; 22 ; Eph. 4 : 8-10) it only thinks of the exaltation as being in connection with the 
Resurrection. As certainly as Jesus rose in the body, i. e. in a glorified body, so certainly was 
He raised to heaven in that body. ... In this sense Jesus' corporeal ascension is of course pro- 
duced by His resurrection and with this it stands or falls. IVgiss^ IH, p. 409. 

% The change which Christ revealed by the ascension was not a change of place but a change of 
state ; not local but spiritual. Westcott, Gospel 0/ the Resurrection. 



